
Fall musical set for Nov. 12-14 


Follow the leaders 


NC graduate to present one-man show 


most unique thing about The Wiz is 
the cast. We’ve managed to find a 
lot of people from different areas 
and mold them into a working unit 
whose main goal is to make The 
Wiz the BEST and most 
memorable fall musical NC has 
ever seen.” 

Having a unique cast and 
musical has made The Wiz cast a 
close group. Robin Rodenberg, a 
member of the stagecrew, said, 
“The best thing about The Wiz is 
the people. We’ve all become like 
one big family.” Trenna Crom- 
baugh (Dorothy) says this unique¬ 
ness and closeness has many 
positive effects. “The Wiz is an ex¬ 
cellent production because it open¬ 
ed up a whole new opportunity for 


Roach explains he will try to ac¬ 
complish five goals at Leadership 
Camp. First, the students will try to 
raise their self-esteem and self- 
concept. Second, the students will 
establish goals, both short term and 
long term. Third, students learn of 
self-motivation and learn how to 
motivate others. Fourth, students 
learn different styles of com¬ 
munication and learn how to 
enhance these styles. Fifth, the 
students learn about listening skills. 
All these skills attribute to becom¬ 
ing a better speaker and a better 
leader. 

Activities at this Leadership 
Camp, Roach explains, lend itself 
to the school spirit. In turn, by the 
end of the week-end, these 
students have a high school spirit. 
Roach hopes when these students 
return to NC, they will spread their 
spirit all over school. 


by Jason C. Fruits 

Everyone at North Central can 
“ease on down” the halls because 
the Performing Arts Department is 
presenting its fall musical “The 
Wiz” today and tomorrow. 

This Tony Award winning 
production will take place at 7:30 
p.m. in the North Central 
auditorium. A talented cast of 
students has been assembled and 
are working hard to put on a terrific 
performance. 

The principal cast members are 
Christina Tyson as Aunt Em, Tren¬ 
na Crombaugh as Dorothy, John 
Campbell as Uncle Henry, Tami 
Lott as Tornado, Chicca Doddoli 
as Addaperle, Gary Randolph as 
the Lion, Ron Greene as Scare¬ 
crow, Mark Fleig as Tinman and 


In Brief 

"The Wiz” will be 
presented tonight at 
7:30 pm and tomorrow 
at 7:30 pm. 

Today is the registration 
deadline for the Dec* 12 
ACT test. 

Tomorrow North Central 
will host the State 
Hoosier Spell Bowl 
Contest at 11:30 am* 

The Fall All-Sports Ban¬ 
quet will be held on 
Monday at 6 pm. 

Final yearbook sales 
will run from Thurs., 
Nov. 19 through Wed., 
Nov. 25. The cost will 
be $20. This will be the 
last opportunity to pur¬ 
chase a yearbook. 

Six-Weeks Tests are on 
Nov. 18-20. 

Thanksgiving Recess is 
on Thurs., Nov. 26 and 
Fri., Nov. 27. 

Report cards will be 
distributed in 
homerooms on Tuesday, 
Dec. 1. 


Luther Creek as the Wiz. In addi¬ 
tion to these roles, many students 
are playing characters such as 
Munchkins, Winkies, Kalidahs, 
Poppies and Field Mice. The Pit 
singers and orchestra will add to 
the total effect in the musical. 

Tickets are $3 and general seat¬ 
ing is in effect all nights. Tickets 
may be purchased at the door. 

All of the cast members are very 
excited about the production. Mark 
Fleig, a senior who plays Tinman, 
said, “The Wiz is a musical that is 
different from the typical produc¬ 
tion: it’s more upbeat. We have 
really been looking forward to do¬ 
ing it.” Gary Randolph, a senior 
playing Lion, describes the unique¬ 
ness of The Wiz by stating, “The 


by Gail Paik 

On November 20 and 21 many 
students from North Central High 
School will be spending that week¬ 
end at Leadership Camp. 

The students from NC attending 
will be the ones who have shown 
an interest in leadership at school. 
The actual number of students at¬ 
tending has not been finalized but 
possibly the students attending will 
be members of the class councils, 
class council officers student coun¬ 
cil chairpersons and student coun¬ 
cil officers. 

The camp will be held at the 
grounds of Future Farmers of 
America at Trafalgar, Indiana, and 
will be led by Charles Roach, prin¬ 
cipal. Roach has experience in this 
type of program for he has led 
many camps of different students 
of different schools over the past 
seven years including a trip with 
NC students last year. 


by Marla Burt 

A former North Central student, 
Elliot Engel, will be returning to his 
alma mater on the days of 
November 23, 24 and 25 to pre¬ 
sent his one-man show entitled 
“Dickens You Say?” 

Engel’s performance is being 


sponsored by the Triangle Club 
and funded by the Washington 
Township Foundation. Dr. Engel 
will be the guest at a reception on 
Sunday, November 22. Represen¬ 
tatives from the Washington 
Township Foundation and Tri- 


those who might not have gone 
out for a musical. This musical 
shows the vast amount of talent we 
have here at North Central.” 

With all the enthusiasm, talent, 


by Marla Burt 

The North Central Hoosier 
Spellbowl Team has qualified for 
the state competition to be held at 
North Central tomorrow at 11:30 
a.m. 

The team consists of 10 mem¬ 
bers taken from all four grade 
levels. Included are Angela 
Carney, Bridget Graham, Cynthia 
Hairston, Hannah Landman, 
Tonya Marsh, Jeanine Moore, 
Lana Pastukh, Eric Schmiegel, 
Kim Worzalla and Linda Zynger. 

The teams are placed into 
categories based on school size. 
There will be eight schools com¬ 
peting in Class 1, including North 
Central. Both Class 2 and 3 will 
have six teams competing, and 
four teams will compete in Class 4. 

To prepare for the competition, 
the team members were given a 


angle Club members will also be in 
attendance. 

During his performance, Dr. 
Engel gives insight into famous 
authors such as Chaucer, 
Shakespeare, Charles Dickens, on 
whom he is an expert, and Mark 


and closeness, The Wiz has 
developed into a unique ex¬ 
perience that will surely delight all 
who attend. 



Photo by John Keenan 


Spellers compete 


book containing 2500 words to 
study. In the contest, eight words 
will be given to each team. Six of 
those words will come directly from 
the book, while two of the words 
will come from other, unknown 
sources. 

David Fruits, the team’s super¬ 
visor, explains that although he 
feels that the team is “ready for the 
competition... there is some luck 
involved.” On a positive note, he 
adds “the majority of our team 
members are underclassmen, so 
we have next year to look forward 
to.” 

The contest will be open to the 
public with a $1 admission fee. It 
will be held in the gym. The Junior 
High competition will be held at 
Northview Middle School at the 
same time. 


Twain. His show has been well- 
received and has earned much 
praise and high regard. Cedric 
Charles Dickens, the great-grand¬ 
son of Charles Dickens, calls Dr. 
Engel “a marvelous teacher and 
marvelous entertainer.” 















Editorial 


Stagnation 



Handbook schmandbook 


by Andrew Libby 

A lot can be done with $8,375.58. 
Undisputably, there are many 
needs and worthwhile causes 
around North Central and the 
community which could benefit 
from a portion of this money, yet it 
remains unused and unnoticed. 

This $8,375.58 can be found in 
the combined accounts of student 
council. This includes the general 
account, the student activities fund 
(SAF) and the student council 
sponsored paperback bookstore. 
The SAF is $1,000 put aside each 
year into a savings bond which 
matures second semester. Money 
is appropriated from this fund for 
clubs and activities around the 
school. 

This is not enough, however, to 
fulfill student council’s responsi¬ 
bilities. The council is a non-profit 
organization whose aim is to 
govern the school and voice the 
opinions and needs of the stu¬ 
dents. It seems as if the council has 
lost sight of its purpose over the 
past few years when it contains 
such a large amount of surplus 
money in its account, money that 
is not being spent and not being us¬ 
ed for the betterment of the school 
or the students in it. 

According to student council 
treasurer John Keenan, “a need 
must be exhibited before the coun¬ 
cil is allowed to appropriate any 
money. As of now, I cannot see 
any immediate activities being 
planned by student council that is a 
maior expenditure, except possibly 


Centralfest in the spring.” 

If Centralfest and Homecoming 
are the only two major events in 
which student council invests a 
large amount of its money each 
year, then some creative leader¬ 
ship needs to be developed on the 
council in order to spend the ex¬ 
cess money appropriately. A possi¬ 
ble solution is to form a committee 
of students and faculty who could 
evaluate and prioritize the needs of 
the school or community and 
make proposals to the council 
regarding possible uses for its 
money. 

Of course, there would be a cer¬ 
tain amount which would remain 
in the student council account as a 
foundation covering any emergen¬ 
cies or unexpected opportunities. 

There are many different ways 
to spend the remaining money, 
however. During the year, many 
students are given the opportunity 
to attend leadership conferences 
and student council could sponsor 
the students at these programs or 
similar activities. The council could 
also set up a fund for alumni doing 
worthwhile community or volun¬ 
teer services or even donate some 
of the money to a charity in the 
city. 

These are only a few sugges¬ 
tions, but the money is there and it 
is doing no one any good in the 
bank. Let’s get the money, show 
some initiative and use it to im¬ 
prove our school and our com¬ 
munity. 


by Joel Andrew Palmer 

I recently leafed through my 
North Central Student Handbook 
in what amounted to a brief re¬ 
fresher course. True, I had not 
skimmed those pages since I took a 
quiz on this handbook my 
freshman year, but I was amazed 
at some of the things I read. Simply 
reading these ruies and guidelines 
was not what surprised me, but 
rather the great difference between 
what was written about our school 
and what actually exists inside the 
walls. 

For example, it has become a 
custom that no one walks on the 
symbolic terrazzo design which lays 
on the floor of the student center. 
That may come as a shpck to the 
two or three hundred people who 
walk on it everyday. If it is not to be 
treaded upon, it should not have 


been put on the floor by a busy 
staircase. Rather it should have 
been put on a wall where all could 
see it without stooping over. 

The handbook states that 
students must return lunch trays to 
the conveyor and that “adequate 
conveyor space is provided for 
each student to return his own 
tray.” Anyone who eats lunch in 
the cafeteria knows that lunch trays 
are stacked atop one another due 
to lack of conveyor space. The 
cafeteria is also an “attractive, 
clean room." I suppose it is a fairly 
attractive room despite having sky- 
blue walls and orange furniture. 

Did you know that hall lockers 
are “provided for the convenience 
of students?” Mine would be very 
convenient if it was located 
anywhere near one of my classes. 

The prime example may be Arti¬ 


cle VI, Section A, number 1, letter 
d of the Student Conduct section 
of the handbook. It says that stu¬ 
dent expulsion can be a result of 
“threatening or intimidating any 
student for the purpose, or with the 
intent of obtaining anything of 
value from the student”. 

If every student I witnessed com¬ 
mitting such an act was expelled, 
the school would have about 1000 
students. 

This article was not intended to 
ridicule any rule, quideline, ad¬ 
ministrator, teacher, school 
employee or student. Rules after 
all are written for a good purpose, 
and obeying them is also bene¬ 
ficial. My refresher course was 
merely an attempt to point out in 
jest the differences between what 
actually exists and what is suppos¬ 
ed to exist. 
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What about student teachers? 




photo by John Keenan 


Brett Hederick, Senior 

“I believe that student teachers 
are necessary to train tomorrow’s 
teachers, but detrimental to those 
students which must try to under¬ 
stand what they are being taught.” 


Lauren Goldblatt, Junior 

“It depends on the student 
teacher... sometimes they make 
you feel like a class of guinea pigs. 
It doesn’t seem like you’re really 
being taught anything.” 


Mr. Fishcher, Math Teacher 

“I’m impressed with the concern 
for humankind that student 
teachers display. This bodes well 
for the future of education as well 
as the future of society.” 



















Feature 


Things to wonder about 


by Julie Bradford 
and Elizabeth Carter 

Mysterious questions always 
arise on Friday the 13th. Questions 
about werewolves, full moons and 
unexplainable occurences. 

But what about the everyday 
mysteries, the questions people 
will wonder about for years and 
never know the answers to. Here 
are a few of the multitude of 
unanswered, mysterious questions 
the Feature Page discovered. 

Why do all road workmen wear 
plaid flannel shirts? 

Why do fools fall in love? 

Why birds sing so gay? 

Why are there nonfunctioning 
telephones in high school 
classrooms? 

Why is the sky blue and the grass 
green, and would it look better the 
other way around? 

How you can get milkshakes from 
a microwave? 

Why do they arrange semester 
tests by period but six weeks test by 
type of class? 

Why does every student that goes 
through the lunch line have to 
have a tray? 

Why do teachers always schedule 
tests on the same day? 

Student Focus 

...the place to read about the peo¬ 
ple around you and what they 
think of their school, their peers 
and their world. 

Lynn Adams , senior 

What’s the most interesting thing 

you want to do in the future? 

I’d like to go into the foreign 
diplomatic service as a career, and 
work in the American embassy in 
France. 


Why do people always wear 
underwear that says “Bloomies” 
under white pants? 

Why is it you can always spot a 
freshman in a crowd? 

Can you get AIDS from drinking 
intoxicating beverages? 

Why are there windows in the 
English classes that overlook the 
roof? 

How can Barney be everywhere at 
the same time? 

Why are all the public telephones 
in the school different heights 

Why are lockers in different hall 
different sizes? 

Why are elementary schools so 
colorful while NC looks like a 
hospital or mortuary? 

How long did it take you to figure 
out you can get out of the new 
desks from either side? Or are you 
still getting out on the left side? 


Who took the “L” from the quote 
in the student center? 

What are the yellow numbers on 
the Terrazo design in the student 
center? 

What are those black squares in the 
student center? 

Why are girls’ bathrooms blue and 
the boys’ pink? 

Is the new furniture easier to sleep 
in? 

Why do the bathroom doors 
always disappear after new ones 
have just been put up? 

Why ate there so many doors to 
the cafeteria? 

How do they figure where every¬ 
one’s locker goes? 

If you have an answer to any of the 
above questions, we would really 
like to hear it. Please leave a note 
with your name, homeroom num¬ 
ber and answer in the newspaper 

office (G609). 
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T Hi! I’m Travis. 

S And I’m Seymour. And if you haven’t figured out what this is yet 
then I’m not going to waste my time telling you. 

T We’ve been getting a lot of complaints lately that we don’t review 
stuff that we like. 

S That’s because we can’t insult good stuff. But, in response, we’re 
going to talk about a wonderful movie in this issue. A movie filled 
with joy and laughter for all ages. 

T And if you think we’re doing this because of peer pressure, ...well 
you can just stick this paper in your ear. 

S We are talking about ‘The Princess Bride.” It’s a hilarious and 
heart-warming feature from director Rob Reiner, who won critical 
acclaim for his movie “This Is Spinal Tap” and “Stand By Me.” 

T He’s got another critical success here. I’m sure he’ll be ‘glad to hear 
that we approve. Reiner is a genius. Steven Spilberg, George 
Lucas, John Landis, ...morons. 

S “The Princess Bride” is the story of two star-crossed lovers, Wesley 
and, uh, Jennifer. I think it’s Jennifer. 

T No, it’s not Jennifer. I thought her name was Jill, or something like 
that. 

S Well, gee, I don’t know. We’ll just call her Jill for namessake 
Anyway, Jill and Wesley are separated when Wesley goes out to 
seek his fortune. 

T Later Jill hears that Wesley has been killed by pirates. So she pro¬ 
mises to marry the prince of the land, even though she doesn’t love 
him. 

S She’s probably just marrying him for his money. That’s a typical girl 
thing to do. 

T Eventually, however, Wesley returns from his voyages. When he 
tries to reclaim back Jill, the Prince throws him in a dungeon. 

S Our hero is saved by an expert swordsman and a dim-witted giant. 
The three of them rescue Jill from the evil prince, and go on to live 
hapy and prosperous lives. 

T Although the story centers on Wesley and Jill, the most memorable 
performances are those of Mandy Patinkin as the swordsman, 
Andre the Giant as the giant, and Billy Crystal in a brief appearance 
as a Yiddish wizard. 

S Gee, Trav, I would have to say that my personal favorite in this 
movie was Robin Wright, who played the part of Jill. 

T You are just saying that because you were infatuated with her 
sultry, blue eyes and flowing, blond hair. 

S You know I only judge actresses on their acting ability. But you 
have to admit that Robin Wright would look better in a bathing suit 
than Ernest Borgnine. 

T That’s true. I guess we both agree that “The Princess Bride” is a tru¬ 
ly entertaining movie. 

S The column wasn’t too funny this week, was it? 

T No, not really. I guess we should stick to reviewing movies that are 
really awful. So until next week, when we really tear something up, 
stay clean. 

S Or don’t. 



If you could change anything about 
North Central, what would it be? 

Student government because I 
don't think it's very effective. I think 
it's a joke. I really don't think that 
student government has as much 
power as it would like to think. It's 
more of a social thing. 

What’s your greatest accomplish¬ 
ment? 

Getting up in the morning and 
facing the day. 


Thoughts about Friday the 13th? 

I really don't believe in supersti¬ 
tions. I do own a worry stone, and 
when you worry about things 
you're supposed to rub it. It's sup¬ 
posed to make all your worries go 
away. At least it gets out some ner¬ 
vous energy. 

Any comments? 

I don't believe the stock market 
fell because Nancy Reagan had a 
mastectomy! 


If you were to risk your life for 
something you strongly believe in, 
what would it be? 

I believe in peaceful protest, 
demonstrating, and using my con¬ 
stitutional rights to support my 
beliefs. I'd be willing to go to war to 
fight for freedom but I would rather 
demonstrate nonviolently first. 


Who do you most admire? 

My grandmother because she's a 
very strong person. She knows ex¬ 
actly how she feels on every issue 
and is not afraid to let anyone 
know what she thinks. And the 
people who conducted the Iran- 
Contra hearings for having to put 
up with all the xxxx they heard and 
all the I don't knows. 







Insights 



A survey was conducted to see what the student body felt about 
issues that the Insights page has debated recently. The page provides 
writers a forum in which subjects such as AIDS in school (should 
students with AIDS be allowed in school?), book banning (should cer¬ 
tain books be banned from school?), and capital punishment (should 
the government put murderers to death?) are discussed. 114 students 
of NCHS were surveyed on their views of these topics. These are the 


PULSE POLL 


AIDS in 
School 

YES 82% 

NO 18% 

“...the right 
to education 
is meant for 
everyone...” 


Book Banning 

YES 16% 
NO 84% 

“Censorship 
can place people 
in bondage more 
efficiently than 
chains...” 


Capital 

Punishment 

YES 63% 
NO 37% 

“Thou shall 
not kill...” 


MINIMUM WAGE 


Yes 


Should it be Raised? 



by Kim Worzalla 

In economy, as in everything 
else, times change, and if we want 
to keep up, we must change with 
the times. For many years, infla¬ 
tion has been rising, and the 
minimum wage has also been 
growing, allowing everyone to 
maintain a decent standard of liv¬ 
ing. 

In 1981, the minimum wage 
was set at $3.35, where it has re¬ 
mained ever since. Meanwhile, the 
cost of living has continued to rise, 
and the buying power of the dollar 
has decreased by more than one- 
fourth of its value six years ago. 
Not since World War II has it re¬ 
mained frozen for so long. 

The controversy over the mini¬ 
mum wage involves much more 
than facts and figures. There are 
millions of workers in the U.S. to¬ 
day who work for minimum wage. 
They hold the bottom-line jobs, 
and yet the nation could not sur¬ 
vive without them. Many feel that 
the minimum wage is unreason¬ 
ably low, so low that it hurts the en¬ 
tire country because it offers so little 
incentive to work. 

Experts feel that it is the govern¬ 
ment’s responsibility to protect 


these people from such conditions. 
Advocates say that there is no 
need for such a large class of 
poverty-stricken people to exist in 
a country that has so much to of¬ 
fer. Some employers may be hap¬ 
py to squeeze out as much labor 
from their employees for as little 
cost to their own wallets as possi¬ 
ble, but in the long run, supporters 
feel that a rise in the paychecks of a 
few would benefit many. 

For a large group of people, the 
minimum wage offers so little 
attraction that they don’t work at 
all. After all, why should they, 
when they can get just as much 
money by living off the welfare 
system? These people become the 
leeches of our society, slowly suck¬ 
ing the life out of our economy. It 
follows that a higher minimum 
wage could alleviate this problem 
by giving these people something 
to work for, a reason to make 
themselves contributing members 
of our society. 

It is time for us, as a nation, to 
take action and do something to 
help get our economy back on its 
feet, and the first step we must take 
is to raise the minimum wage. 


by Bridget Graham 

Although the minimum wage 
debate wages fiercely in Congress, 
there is a general consensus 
among high school students. They 
want it raised because they need 
every penny to support their cars, 
stereos and Friday night dates. 
What many students don’t realize, 
however, is that they would pay for 
an increase with higher prices and 
fewer available jobs. 

Most employers have a very 
tight budget to work with. If they 
were forced to pay their employees 
more money, they would have to 
cut back somewhere, and entry- 
level jobs are usually the first to go. 
The federal Minimum Wage Study 
Note: The Insights Page is not an Commission reports that for every 
editorial page, and in all fairness 10 percent wage hike, some 
and in accordance to proper journ- 200,000 teenage jobs are lost. 
alistic practices , both sides of an There is currently a bill in Con- 
issue are presented . The views of a 9 ress that would raise the mini- 
“pro” or "con" article are not mum wage to $5.05 by 1991. If 
necessarily the personal views of bill passed it could cause a 
the writer (s). Comments about the domino effect in the job market, 
page are welcome . pushing other wage rates up as the 

minimum rose. Eventually it would 
show up as steep and rapid infla¬ 
tion. 

At the annual meeting of the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 



three fourths of the delegates 
stated that if the new minimum 
wage bill was passed, they would 
immediately cut their existing work 
forces, raise prices and defer any 
new hiring to offset their com¬ 
panies’ losses. 

Those who support an increase 
often do so in hopes of alleviating 
poverty. They point out that it is 
impossible to support a family on 
$3.35 an hour. However, raising 
the minimum wage is not the 
answer. The Congressional Budget 
Office reports that 80 percent of 
minimum wage earners are not 
family heads, and even those who 
are would not benefit from a wage 
hike. The impact of an increase in 
terms of unemployment and 
higher prices would actually hurt 
those it was intended to help. 

Most economists are in agree¬ 
ment that the proposed increase 
could only be detrimental to the 
economy, and according to 
Graciela Testa-Oriz, director of the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
“The evidence is incontrovertible. 
The minimum wage deprives our 
youth of the opportunity to get a 
job, while it does nothing to 
alleviate poverty.” 









Sports 



Overall Football Season Inconsistent 


by Steve Campbell 

The North Central football 
season, which was full of ups and 
downs, joys and disappointments, 
fantastic plays and bad plays, has 
finally come to an end with a 34-0 
loss to state power Ben Davis in the 
sectional opener. 

The Panthers’ season, that end¬ 
ed at the talented hands of the 
Giants, was one full of many high¬ 
lights. The first regular season 
game was one that is always anx¬ 
iously awaited by North Central. 
The Carmel Greyhounds ventured 
into North Central Panther 
Stadium with the number one 
ranking in the state. The Panthers 
surprised the state and soundly 
beat the defending state cham¬ 
pions 26-15 and sent the Grey¬ 
hounds back north with their first 
loss to North Central since 1983. 
The Panthers shot up to the 
number five ranked team in the 
state. The Panthers then travelled 


to Broad Ripple to do battle with 
the Rockets. The Panthers were 
victorious and they were 2-0. 

Then the Panthers had a string 
of bad luck. NC had to face Ben 
Davis, a low ranked team. But Ben 
Davis had just defeated Warren 
Central and had the same plan for 
NC. Ben Davis blanked the Pan¬ 
thers 15-0. North Central fell down 
in the rankings while Ben Davis 
rose. Meanwhile, the Panthers 
came home to face state 3A power 
Chatard. Chatard, one of the top 
rated teams in- the 3A division, 
continued the Panthers’ slide. 
Then NC faced Warren Central in 
the annual Homecoming game. 
Once more, NC lost, but soon 
afterwards, the season took a turn 
for the better. NC went on a three- 
game winning streak with wins 
over Arsenal Tech, Perry Meridian 
and Terre Haute North. With these 
three wins, North Central entered 
the sectional opener with high 


hopes to defeat the fifth-ranked 
Ben Davis Giants. But Ben Davis 
quickly put those hopes to rest 


when they racked up 14 first- 
quarter points. While holding the 
Panthers to 93 yards in total of¬ 


fense, Ben Davis scored 20 more 
unanswered points. 

Being the last game of the 
season, North Central will be say¬ 
ing farewell to such outstanding 
seniors like Louis Craig, Mike 
Falender, Tony Rice, Dominic 
Oliver, Alan Myers and many 
others who have contributed their 
commitment and spirit to North 
Central. But North Central can 
also look forward to next year’s 
squad who will get leadership from 
current juniors like Craig Knox and 
Aaron Shelby. 

In 1987, the Panther gridiron 
has seen the excitement of a 
Carmel defeat and the disappoint¬ 
ment of a last second loss to 
Chatard, and was home to a fifth- 
ranked team. The 1987 squad 
definitely carried on North 
Central’s long tradition of athletic 
excellence. 



Even North Central’s best efforts were crushed in a disappoint¬ 
ing game with Ben Davis. 


Boys" Soccer Finishes Proudly Standing behind the Mike 


by Brett Henry 

Another outstanding season has 
come to a disappointing finish. The 
boys’ soccer team lost in the 
Regional final, ending their drive 
for the state crown. 

The Panthers, who many fig¬ 
ured to take the state title finished 
their season with a 1-0 defeat to 
Bloomington South. In the final 
game, played on an extremely 
cold, rainy day, North Central was 
the dominate team, but just 
couldn’t put the ball into the back 
of the net. “We just played too 
well,” remarked senior co-captain 
Matt Eggers. “We dominated the 
whole game, never really giving 


by Brett Henry 

The North Central boys’ basket¬ 
ball team has finished the last two 
seasons as sectional runner-up. 
This year the team is aiming higher 
and is looking to win the sectional 
title. 

Coach Steve Coffman’s Pan¬ 
thers are looking to better the 
10-13 mark they achieved a year 
ago. With the loss of Kenny Turner 
and Lamar Betts to graduation, the 
other three starters from a year ago 
will lead the team into play this 
season. Junior forward Tony 
Barbee and guards John Carter, 
senior, and junior Aaron Shelby 


them a chance to counterattack, so 
they just concentrated on defense 
the whole game.” 

The season, which although 
very good for the team, was mark¬ 
ed by inconsistency. “I think that 
we played extremely inconsistent. 
At times we played magnificently, 
but at other times it seemed like we 
played very poorly,” asserted Eg¬ 
gers. But during the state tourna¬ 
ment, this inconsistency was barely 
visible, as the Panthers played 
rather well. 

In route to the Regional final, the 
team received a first round bye and 
then took to the field against 
Bloomington North. The squad 


will play a big part in the squad’s 
success. 

Also returning from last year are 
juniors Todd Geyer and Kevin 
Brown and seniors Bill Gillis and 
Ben Franklin. Franklin transferred 
to North Central from Pike towards 
the end of last season. He and 
Gillis, who has been troubled with 
some back problems, will likely be 
vying for the other two open start¬ 
ing spots, along with Geyer. All 
three should see much action this 
year. 

Other new Panther members in¬ 
clude senior David Thompson and 
juniors David Bowman and Adam 


came out with a 2-0 victory, getting 
big goals from Lamar Simms and 
Jon Kamara. The Panthers con¬ 
tinued their dominant play, win¬ 
ning the second round game 4-0 
over Avon. Two days later, 
another win ocurred, with a 6-2 
lashing of Pike. But in the the next 
match, the final, the team had 
much bad luck, ending their 
season with a record of 19-2. 

The season has been viewed 
with conflicting opinion. “This 
team had more talent than any 
other team in NC history, but for 
some reason couldn’t bring back 
the state trophy,” commented Eg¬ 
gers. 

for Talent 

Miller. In addition, Brad Campbell, 
Peter White and Greg Akers will be 
competing for a position on the 
team. Along with these new 
players, the team has gained a new 
assistant coach in Mr. Randall, 
who brings in much coaching ex¬ 
perience. 

This year’s Panthers are a strong 
and talented team, but how well 
they do will depend on how they 
play together as a unit. Height is 
not a problem. To be successful, 
though, good guard play will be 
essential. 


Basketball Team Looks 


The Devil and 
Mike Mattler 

by Mike Mattler 

Earlier this month I had the most bizarre dream. My recollection is a 
little bit fuzzy, but I’ve tried to piece things together as best I can. 

As it started, I was in Columbus, Ohio, watching a football game. 
The home team was getting beaten pretty badly by a team wearing red 
helmets with white “I’s” on them. (Yes, I do dream in color.) The losing 
coach wasn’t too happy. He said the loss marked the darkest day in his 
team’s history. 

After this, I stepped off of a cliff and began falling. All of a sudden, I 
was at another football game. It was a cold, rainy day, and I think at this 
point I walked over to my dresser and pulled out a sweatshirt. (Yes, I 
walk in my sleep, too.) In this game, the team with the “I’s” on their 
helmets was playing a team which wore blue helmets with yellow 
stripes. The team with the “I’s” won again, and this made the other peo¬ 
ple at the game quite happy. After the game, the crowd tore down the 
goalposts in the stadium. 

The next thing I knew, I was in a flower shop surrounded by the 
sweet smell of roses. Then a funny looking guy in a red suit carrying a 
pitchfork grabbed my arm and told me to come with him. It was Satan, 
Prince of Darkness, and he took me to an evil building with a flimsy 
white roof. All of the people inside held square white pieces of cloth 
which they shook violently as if they were under some type of satanic 
curse or experienceing a seizure of some sort. I began to feel claus¬ 
trophobic. I broke into a cold sweat. I couldn’t see the sky. Suddenly, a 
baseball game started, and all I could hear was Satan laughing and say¬ 
ing “look what I have created.” The thought of a baseball game being 
played indoors was scary enough that I finally woke up. 

I can’t seem to make sense out of any of this. If anyone reading this 
can decifer some meaning from my dream, please contact me. in room 
G609. After such a frightening experience, I haven’t been sleeping too 
well lately. 
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LITERACY AT N.C. 


Your Word: 


Their Word: 


The first SAT’s for the 1987-88 
testing schedule were administered 
on November 7. Typically, it’s a 
time of anxiety for many students, 
for the SAT’s seem to be the 
decisive factor of whether one will 
or won’t be accepted into the col¬ 
lege of his or her choice. The 
Backpage polled 85 North Central 
students with the Verbal and Read¬ 
ing Comprehension section of the 
test in mind. 

Seventy-five percent of the NC 
students polled read the school 
paper. Nineteen percent either 
read half of the paper, skim it, or 
read the stories of interest only. 
The remaining 6% do not read the 
paper at all. 

Forty-one percent of the NC 
students polled read the daily 
newspaper, the “Star,” everyday. 
Twenty-two percent read it a cou¬ 
ple of times a week. Thirty-one 
percent read parts of it on an 
everyday basis. Favorite sections 
included: sports, funnies and the 
stock market reports. Six percent 
read the paper on Sunday’s only. 

When asked if they read un¬ 
assigned material out of school, 
17% replied never whereas 20% 
replied always. The majority, at 
63%, read over the summer or on 
the holidays. The response as to 
why they only read on occasion 
was, generally, lack of time due to 
a busy schedule. 

Favorite books included: 
Rebecca 
Blood Line 
Forever 


Season on the Brink 

Favorite magazines included: 

Heaven 

“Seventeen” 

Catcher in the Rye 

“Vogue” 

Not a Penny More, Not a Penny 

“Glamour” 

Less 

“Elle” 

The Promise 

“People” 

The Bible 

“Cosmopolitan” 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 

“Time” 

Breakfast of Champions 

“Mad Magazine” 

Tales of the Fourth Grade Nothing 

“Sports Illustrated” 

A Separate Peace 

“U.S. News and World Report’ 

David Copperfield 

“National Geographic” 

Where Eagles Dare 

“Life” 

The Great Gatsby 

“Bicycling Magazine’ 

Huckleberry Finn 

“Skiing Magazine” 

Pet Cemetery 

“Psychology Today” 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

“National Review” 

Term Paper 

“Rolling Stone” 

A Man for All Seasons 

“Newsweek” 

The Godfather 

“Connoisseur” 

The Count of Montey Cristo 

“Essence” 


STATS 


Thanks to the North Central Guidance Office, the Backpage 
was able to obtain some facts and figures concerning last year’s 
senior class. 

Of the 767 students polled from the class of 1987, 72.6% 
applied to college. Applications were sent to 220 different col¬ 
leges across the nation. On the average, each student sent 2.38 
applications. Eighty-nine and nine-tenths percent applied to 
schools in Indiana. Forty percent applied to out-of-state institu¬ 
tions. 

From the 714 students who answered the survey, 70% were 
planning to enter a four year college, 4% were seeking full-time 
employment, 3% were entering the Armed Services, 5% were 
training for a specialized field, 6% were entering a two or three 
year institution and 12% were undecided. 

It might also be of interest to note that IU received the most 
applications of the public in-state schools. IUPUI, Ball State, 
and Purdue followed. 


Yes, once again it’s that time of year. The leaves are falling off the 
trees, the north wind is blowing in and the SAT’s are being administered. 
If you are a junior or senior, “panic” might just be the latest addition to 
your vacabulary list, right beneath encomium, exacerbate and avuncular. 
Suddenly, all of the knowledge we’ve obtained from the past 17 years of 
our lives has become important and now it’s only a matter of applying 
what we’ve learned. Most of us shudder at the thought of taking the 
SAT’s, but before doing that take heed, for there is some comforting 
news which may ease a little of the tension. 

First, colleges don’t base admittance into college solely on SAT 
scores. According to Robert S. Magee, “The high school record, for bet¬ 
ter or for worse, is the most accurate predictor of success in college—far 
more than any standardized test.” This does not mean that colleges don’t 
look at a student’s SAT scores, but rather, they look at and consider other 
factors as well. According to Mrs. Marsh, guidance counselor, these fac¬ 
tors include a student’s grade point average and the quality of the course 
work chosen. Other factors embody athletics, extra-curricular activities 
and the completeness and caliber of the application. 

The second bit of good news is that we can improve our SAT scores. 
As pointed out in “The College Board News” published September of 
1980, “Development of these abilities is related to the time and effort 
spent: short-term drill and cramming are likely to have little effect; longer- 
term preparation that develops skills and abilities can have greater effect. 

Let’s consider the verbal section of the SAT’s. According to Mr* 
Stahl, guidance counselor, “Reading is one of the more valuable tools 
you have to score well on the SAT’s.” Through reading, our minds are 
broadened and our vocabulary is strengthened. As Mrs. Marsh pointed 
out, “The purpose of school is to help build skills and open people’s 
minds so they can make decisions and judgments of their own.” Mrs. 
Marsh also said that by taking the most challenging courses, having ex¬ 
periences as thinking individuals, and allowing ourselves the oppor¬ 
tunities to stretch our minds by attending plays or summer reading clubs is 
beneficial. 

The point is, have foresight and prepare ahead; thus, you’ll alleviate 
the anxiety attacks and maybe even conquer the word “panic” scribbled 
at the bottom of your vocabulary list. 































































